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u Design Standards & 
Guidelines

u Climate Resiliency 

Measures

2021-22 Zoning Process

u PUBLIC MEETINGS

u STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS

u ORDINANCE SUBMITTED

u JOINT PUBLIC HEARING

u PLANNING BOARD VOTE

u CITY COUNCIL VOTE

Technical Support



Background

u 2020 Master Plan

u Community Housing Plan

u Bass River Vision Plan

u Downtown Strategic Plan

u Harbor Management Plan

u Open Space Plan

u 2002 Master Plan



2002 Master Plan

Guiding Principles

u Economic Development

u Encourage Redevelopment

u Capitalize on proximity to rail station

u Rezone to permit mixed -use

u Downtown & Harbor Development

u Bass River dredging



Bass River District Vision

+ Action Plan (2014)

Vision

u Active mixed -use 

neighborhood

u Visual & physical access 

created and connected 

to shoreline trail

u Improved connections 

across rail tracks to river

u Mixed -use with 

residential will be 

balanced with industrial 

uses 

Recommendations

u Create active street fronts with 

appropriate land uses and 

dimensional standards

u Maintain character of Park Street 

as industrial / arts neighborhood

u Building heights consistent with 

downtown district

u Development standards within 

floodplain



PlanBeverly (2019 -20)

Strategies:

ÅAllow mixed -use commercial 

and residential near the 

Depot.

ÅAdjust dimensional 

regulations and parking 

minimums to create an 

urban character consistent 

with the rest of downtown.

ÅLeverage new development 

to create a new public open 

space along the Bass River.

Recommendations:

ÅMulti -family and mixed -use 

residential by right

ÅParking requirements consistent 

with downtown

ÅSmaller setbacks

ÅA build -to line along River 

Street

ÅRequire public open space 

along the river

ÅNew streets to provide for 

internal circulation and 

connections



Why Rezone the Bass River 

Area?

u Proximity to the Depot Train 

Station

u Open up public access to the 

river

u opportunity for climate resilient 
mitigation

u Meet the Cityõs housing need

u Economic development through 

new investment

u Knit together the Bass River with 

downtown 

u Create a great place



Why Rezone the Bass River 

Area? 

Housing and Economic Need

u Contribute to the Local Housing Need

u State projections: 500,000 housing units before 2040

u Local Housing Needs Analysis: 23% of renters and 12.5% 

of homeowners are severely cost -burdened.

u Paying more than 50% of their income toward housing. 

Source: 2017 Community Housing Plan

u Supply is a primary factor in rising prices.

u Benefits of new investment to the City

u Excellent example of Transit -Oriented Development 



Why Rezone the Bass River 

Area? 

u Historic density and demographic changes 



Why Rezone the Bass River 

Area?

Public Access

u Connect residents with the 
river

u Facilitate a path along the 
river through redevelopment

u Additional public spaces of 
varying scale

u Knit together the Bass River 
with downtown via pedestrian 
and bike connections

u Multiple points of pedestrian 
access to the river from 
downtown / train station

u Maintain views

CONCEPTUAL

SKETCH



Why Rezone the Bass River 

Area?

Resilience

u Increased probability of flooding 

requires planning for water 

management

u Require / encourage mitigation 

and adaptation elements

u Chapter 91 Regulations will play 

a role for all redevelopment

CONCEPTUAL

SKETCH


